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Implementation Regulations for the Qualifying Examination of

the Ph.D. Program in Department of Geomatics
Approved by the Departmental Affairs Meeting on September 23, 1996
Revised by the Departmental Affairs Meeting on March 20, 2006
Revised by the Departmental Affairs Meeting on March 29, 2010
Revised by the Departmental Affairs Meeting on July 22, 2010
Revised by the Departmental Affairs Meeting on November 30, 2020
Revised by the Departmental Affairs Meeting on April 10, 2023

1. These Implementation regulations are established in accordance with the
guidelines for the qualifying examination of Ph.D. candidates at National
Cheng Kung University.

2. The qualifying examination is held once per semester. The department will
announce the relevant matters and accept applications during the first week
of the semester.

3. Graduate students who wish to take the examination must submit their
applications within the specified deadline according to the announced
regulations.

4. The qualifying examination consists of a written examination in the subject
area and an oral comprehensive examination. Candidates must pass both
examinations with satisfactory scores to be considered as having passed the
qualifying examination.

5. The advisor recommends two examination committee members (including
the advisor) for the written examination based on the expertise and subject
areas of the candidates. The recommendation must be approved by two-
thirds of the members of the academic committee.

6. The candidate must propose two subject areas for the written examination,
which must be approved by the advisor. Each subject will be assigned to an
examination committee member for question setting. The advisor cannot
serve as the question setter for both subjects. The subject areas for the
written examination must be approved by two-thirds of the members of the
academic committee. Once the subject areas are approved, they cannot be
changed unless the candidate changes their advisor and research direction
during the course of study, subject to the restrictions stated in Article 14 of
these regulations.



7.

10.

11.

The written examination for the doctoral qualification can be exempted
through the following two methods:

(1) If the course grade of a subject is among the top 20% (rounded down,
with no decimal) of the passing students in the class, or if the number of
students taking the course is fewer than five, and with the consent of the
instructor. However, only the student with the highest grade can use this
option.

(2) Publishing an SCI or SSCI article. One article can be used to exempt
two subjects, but the applicant must be the sole first author or sole
corresponding author of the article, and the article cannot be used for the
application of the doctoral degree examination. The applicant must
provide relevant documents to be reviewed by the academic committee.

The passing score for the written examination must be at least 70 points.

The advisor recommends four examination committee members (including
the advisor) to the academic committee based on the expertise of the
candidate. One of the committee members must be an academic committee
member. If the examination committee does not include a current academic
committee member, the academic committee will appoint one academic
committee member to join the examination committee. The comprehensive
oral examination should be scheduled within six months from the date of
passing the written examination.

During the comprehensive oral examination, the candidate will first give a
30-minute presentation on their research proposal. The presentation should
include the research background, literature review, research methods,
research progress plan, expected outcomes, and references. The
examination committee will ask questions and evaluate the candidate based
on the research proposal and relevant topics covered in the written
examination.

The passing score for the comprehensive oral examination is an average
score of 70 or above from all the examination committee members, with at
least three committee members giving a score of 70 or above.



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

The maximum duration for passing the qualifying examination is two years.
The candidate must complete the first written examination within this time
frame. If, due to exceptional circumstances, the candidate is unable to
complete the qualifying examination within the specified time, including
those who did not pass, they may submit a written request to the academic
committee for a one-year extension. The extension request must be
approved by two-thirds of the committee members. Regardless of the
circumstances, a maximum of three extension requests can be submitted.

Candidates who fail to pass the qualifying examination due to an
insufficient score in the comprehensive oral examination may retain the
qualified scores obtained in the written examination with the unanimous
agreement of the examination committee members.

Ph.D. students who have previously passed the qualifying examination but
left the school for reasons and re-enroll within two years without changing
their research field may have their written examination scores recognized.
However, they still need to participate in the comprehensive oral
examination and are subject to the restrictions stated in Article 12.

Graduate students have a maximum of two opportunities to take the
qualifying examination. If they fail to pass on both attempts, they must
withdraw from the university.

These regulations shall be implemented upon approval by the Departmental
Affairs Meeting and submitted to the Office of Academic Affairs for record.
Any amendments shall follow the same procedure.



